What is a Hook?
Pull your reader in with a hook. A great hook will_____________________________________
_____________________________________. Your first sentence should pull the reader in, making him or her want to read the essay because they are fascinated, intrigued, or even outraged
An essay hook usually comes at __________________________________________________
____________________________and consists of an intriguing or vivid fact, detail or anecdote that introduces the essay topic.
So What? How important is a Hook?
Writers use essay hooks to catch the reader's attention and _____________________________
_________________________.
Since many people will put down an essay after a boring introduction, a well-written hook often determines whether or not an essay is effective. 
Writers can choose to refer back to the hook in the conclusion of their essay in order to create a _____________________________________________________________________________. 
Hooks are used in all forms of writing (fiction/non-fiction) 
Types of hooks
1. _________________________
2. _________________________
3. _________________________
4. _________________________






Facts:
Think about using an interesting fact or statistic as a hook. This interesting fact or statistic should ___________________________. While the fact should be relevant to what you're saying, this is not the place to state the facts that you are using ______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.
Example:




Quotations/ Quotes:
· When writing about literature, you might choose a quotation from the literary work itself or a quote from literary criticism about the piece. 
· When writing about a heated issue you can use a quotation from one of the sides of that issue.
·  A quotation introduction is truly effective when the quotation _____________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]_______________________________________________________________________.If your quotation cannot do those things then it should not be the lead-in for your essay.
Example:





Questions:
· Using a question as the first sentence in your essay can help the reader interact with you as a writer. It makes the reader______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· For instance, an essay on global warming might ask a reader to think about what the world would be like if no one ever recycled. 
· Or it might ask him to consider his own contribution to environmental efforts. 
· This is particularly effective if you are writing a ___________________________. Draw the reader in with a question that is both______________________________________.
· An essay about literature might ask the reader if he has ever experienced something similar to the events in a novel. 
· The question opener, like the quotation opener, is effective only when _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
·  Questions can create personal interest in the essay, but be careful your question is not _____________________________________.  For example, in an essay about cell phone use asking, “Do you own a cell phone?” is ______________________________. 
Example:






Anecdotes:
· An interesting little story 
·  If you are writing a_______________________________________, consider beginning with a relevant, humorous, or moving story. This will provide context and allow the reader to get to know you, or the person or thing you're writing about, a little bit better.  
Note that in many cases it is not appropriate to use _________________________, so double check before you use __________________________________________________in your hook.
· Include sights, sounds, smells and other sensory images
· Make sure that the anecdote is short and to the point and __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________.
Example:


Tips for writing a Happy Hook:
1. Write down possible examples or anecdotes that illustrate your topic. 
· If you've encountered                                                                                             in your research/annotating, write these down as well. 
· If you have trouble thinking of interesting facts, brainstorm reasons why your essay topic is significant. 	
		-_______________________________________________________________?
		- _______________________________________________________________?



2. Read each potential hook into your____________________________ and determine which best_____________________________________________________________. Discard any which seem disconnected or irrelevant to your ___________________________.

3. Make sure your hook is ______________________________________. If your hook is a general statement that could lead into countless essays, such as "Conflict is an inevitable part of life" or "Love is blind," rewrite your hook to pertain to your exact topic. In addition, avoid__________________________________________________, since these will not draw in your reader.
Example of what to avoid:




· Edit your hook so that it is approximately_____________________________________. 
· In addition, ensure that the tone of your hook matches the tone of your essay. 
-For example, a ________________________________ should not have a hook that includes slang or contractions, while an ____________________________________may succeed with a humorous hook.






